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Camp Fire USA’s unique niche in the youth development movement in America 
is based upon the following: 
 

• Camp Fire USA builds caring, confident youth and future leaders.  We 
serve youth of all races, religions, socioeconomic status, disability, sexual 
orientation or other aspect of diversity. 

• Camp Fire USA’s coeducational programs help both boys and girls cultivate 
their own unique talents and skills 

• Camp Fire USA’s programs offer all families whatever shape that they may 
be, opportunities to participate in life enhancing experiences along with time 
to serve, play and grow together. 

• We believe that the best youth development takes place in small groups, 
where youth have opportunities to interact with trained adults and other 
youth in a safe, fun environment. 

Five essential elements drive every 
program we offer.  We are youth 
centered.  Youth actively determine 
program content and activities.  Their 
accomplishments are recognized and 
valued.  Personal skill building and 
decision making, critical components 
of all programming, progressively 
build confidence and leadership in 
youth. We engage the entire family 
in fun and outcome rich activities.  
We are youth centered and family 
focused incorporating the whole fam-
ily in programming.     We build 
youth adult partnerships.  All pro-

grams are about doing “with” youth, 
not about delivering to youth.  For 
example, we have youth on our 
Board of Directors and they were key 
to the development of our latest Stra-
tegic Plan.  We are welcoming and 
inclusive.  We require no oath or 
participation in rituals that may create 
barriers to inclusiveness.  We pro-
vide service to others.  We have 
always been a service organization 
and our youth have responded to 
their community needs in the Central 
New York Community since 1925. 



of club, children learn to work and 
play together, and they get involved in 
service projects, which help them be-
come responsible citizens concerned 
about their communities and society.  
Camp Fire USA 
clubs typically 
meet weekly with 
2 or more adults 
who have volun-
teered their time 
to be trained.  
Meetings are held 

after school, evenings or weekends. 

The clubs all revolve around the four 
important qualities:  Progression, 

Inclusiveness, Youth 
Adult Partnership 
and Recognition.   

To sign up or find out 
more information, 
call Lindy at 463-
8799. 

Traditional Small Group Program-
ming (Club) is one of the tried and 
true ways to carry out the Camp 
Fire USA mission.  The club or 
small group program, which chil-
dren may join at any age, offers a 
mix of fun activities, projects, 
events and experiences to help de-
velop planning and decision making 
skills, as well as skills related to 
participants’ individual interests. 

With the outcome-based curriculum 

 

 

medium studied it, practiced 
with it, created a finished 
piece and then presented his/
her creation at an exhibition 
held at Syracuse Stage.   

While participating in the pro-
gram each youth was ex-
posed to and had an opportu-
nity for interaction with artists, 
hands-on involvement in the 

The Youth Arts Initiative, 
made possible by a grant 
from the Metlife Foundation, 
has dramatically influenced 
the lives of 50 youth in Cen-
tral New York.  The youth, 
aged 10 - 14, came together 
each month throughout the 
last school year and had the 
opportunity to learn from art-
ists.  Each youth chose a 

arts, opportunities for career 
exploration, greater awareness 
of the arts in their community 
and interaction with a diverse 
group of peers while making 
new friendships.   

This year the Arts Initiative will 
allow us the opportunity to ex-
pand into the Utica Area. 

Small Groups Forming……..Don’t Miss Out! 

Annual Meeting 

Youth Arts Initiative Goes on the Road 
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Painting, sculpture, 
drama, drawing and 

photography were the 
mediums  offered. 

Camp Fire USA 
Staff 

 

Executive Director            Sue Dodge 
Camp Director            Jan Peneston 
Small Group  
   Coordinator        Lindy Drapikowski 
Administrative 
    Assistant                 Debbie Waugh 
Camp Ranger           Mark Denniston 
Art Initiative     Melanie Chapman 
EOR Staff    Zachariah Harkavy 
                             

Volunteer Board 
 

Board President    Angela Tucciarone 
Vice President                   Mark Hard 
Secretary                           Terri Konu 
Treasurer                     James Doring 
 

   Steven Barker       Joe Sereluca 
   Diane DiPino        Chris Tucciarone 
   Kathy Copeletti     Kim Seager 
   Kelly Peneston 
    

Camp Fire USA builds 
caring, confident youth 

and future leaders 

Camp Fire USA Central New York Council  
Holiday Party 

Honoring Joan Dunham 
long time Camp Fire USA Volunteer and Staffer 

 
December 6, 2004 

Harmony Restaurant 
58 Oswego Street 

Baldwinsville, New York  13027 
7:00 PM 

The program will include a buffet, a short business meeting, a 
chance to make new friends, and a celebration of Joan’s time with 
Camp Fire USA.   
 
To help defray the cost, donations will be accepted at the door.  
Please RSVP by 12/3/04. 
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Council Calendar 
 

November 2004 
11  Veteran’s Day - Office Closed 
12  Office Closed 
15  Art Program - Utica 
25-26 Thanksgiving Holiday - Office Closed 
TBA Camp Fire USA night in Phoenix 
TBA Camp Fire USA night in Camillus 

December 2004 
5 Syracuse Stage - “The Big River” 
6  Camp Fire USA Annual Meeting 
6 Art Program - Utica 
24  Christmas Holiday - Office Closed 
31  New Year’s Holiday - Office Closed 

January 2005 
17  Martin Luther King Day - Office Closed 
24 Camp Fire USA Volunteer Night 
31 Board of Directors Meeting  

February 2005 
13  Sledding Party at Talooli 
13 Valentines for Vets Due 
21-25 Winter Break at Talooli 
28 Board of Directors Meeting 

March 2005 
7 Candy Sale Training 
10-23 Candy Sale 
17  Camp Fire USA Birthday and  
 Absolutely Incredible Kid Day 
28  Board of Directors Meeting 

April 2005 
11  Volunteer Training  
 Getting Ready for Camping 
18-22 Spring Break at Talooli 
25  Board of Directors Meeting 
TBA Family Life Expo 

May 2005 
15 Open House at Talooli 
23  Board of Directors Meeting 
30 Memorial Day - Office Closed 
TBA Art Initiative Exhibition 

June 2005 
3 - 4 Council Camp Out 
5  Open House at Talooli 
26 -1 Summer Staff Training 
 

Summer at Talooli 
 

July 2005 
 5-8  Mini Resident Camp 
 5,11,18,25 Day Camp 
 10,17,24,31 Resident Camp 

August 2005 
 1, 8, 15  Day Camp 
 7  Resident Camp 
 

September 2005 
18 Camp Fire USA Golf Tournament 

School Breaks at Talooli are very special.  Staff and 
campers create art, cook meals, bake snacks, and play 
games.  During the February break everyone explores 
Talooli while it is covered with a blanket of snow.  They 
look for animal tracks, make snowmen, build awesome 
forts and go sled riding.  April break arrives and everyone 
is anxiously looking for those signs of spring and the re-
turn of the robins and the beautiful spring wildflowers.  
Both breaks offer campers the opportunity to make 
friends and choose from a range of both inside and out-
side activities.    
 
Transportation, lunch and snacks are provided at Winter 
and Spring Camp at Talooli.  Registration forms will be 
mailed out in December or you can download one from 
out website www.campfireusacny.org.   

Experience Talooli  
In All Seasons 

 

“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting 
sentence or quote from the story here.” 

 

Summer 2004 at Talooli … 
Nothing Compares ! 

As a Camp Fire USA program, Camp Talooli incorporates 
the mission and the five essential elements into every 
facet of the Talooli program.  We are youth centered.   
Each summer the campers and staff come together to 
create a model community of working, planning and play-
ing together.  In this community, all children are welcome. 
In their small “family” groups, the children become the 
focal point and the decision makers.  

As a new summer of camp experiences emerges from the 
melting winter snows, the wild pine forest of Camp Talooli 
may never be quite the same….but with a little luck , sup-
port and commitment for our capital campaign vision, 
song birds and children will sing in even greater numbers 
around the campfire at Camp Talooli for years to come. 

 



Capital Campaign 
 
John Ben Snow Foundation 
Marjorie D. Kienzle Foundation, 
Inc. 
Carol & Ron Stott 
Beth & Rick Walker 
George Lee, Sr. 
Debbie & Todd Cornell 
Sue & Bob Dodge 
Eugene Scorzelli 
United Parcel Service 
Elfun Syracuse Chapter 
United Way of Central New York 
Linda & Marion Ervin 
Anita & Franklin Powell 
Harry Terry 
Kristin Smith 
Ann & Andrew Rotunno 
Anthony Rotunno 
William Dugan 
Carm & John Fitzgerald 
Fulton Savings Bank 
Jan & Jeff Peneston 
Lois Weik* 
John Brewer 
Barbara Dix & Becky Williamson 
Angela Tucciarone 
Joan Dunham 
Pat Ford 
Diane Hart & John Henley 
Karen Sue Juszek 
Janice Kophen 
New Venture Gear 
Susan & Chris Read 
Cherie & Wayne Robinson  
Marie & Leon Smith 
Carol & Donald Wheeler 
Connie & Reggie Horner 
Pat & Maceo Felton 
Christine & Daniel Murray 
Nancy & Mark Hard 
Deborah & Dennis Waugh 
Donell Bacon 
L. William Eagan Foundation 
Pamela Munson-Glamos 
Grimaldi & Assoc. 
Donell Hicks 
Key Bank of New York 
Betty & Ronald Erickson 
Marjorie Carter 
Kathleen Hermes 
Husted Dairy Inc. 
April & James Palozzola 
Janet & Charles Yaeger 
Kiwanis Club of Syracuse 
Joanne Morgan 
Joan Ordway 
Onetia Pierson 
Bonnie Russell 
Gerald Williams 
Carol Yeager-Rosario 

Wo He Lo - $1000+ 
 

Cultural Resources Council of 
Syracuse & Onondaga County  
Leon Shapiro Motor Sales, Inc. 
MetLife Foundation 
MONY Foundation 
Northern Business System 
New Venture Gear 
United Auto Workers Local 624 
 

Torchbearer - $500+ 
 

Sue Dodge* 
Trade Winds Island Resort 
 

Fire Maker - $250+ 
 

Joan Dunham 
Pat Ford 
Janet Lee 
Monarch Club 
Jan Peneston* 
Romano Chrysler Jeep 
Syracuse University– Athletic  
TJ Sheehan Distributing, Inc. 
VIP Events 
 

Wood Gather - $100+ 
 

ACMG Federal Credit Union 
Adams Mark Buffalo-Niagara 
Alexander and Catalano, LLC 
Alliance Bank 
Ross Andrews 
Aqua Valley Springs 
Brzostek’s Real Estate Auction 
Cokesberry Books & Church Sup-
plies 
Debbie Cornell 
Golub Foundation 
Jeanette Greig 
Susan Harshfield 
Homewood Suites 
Infinity Asset Management, LLC 
Karen Sue Juszek* 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity 
Kiwanis Club of Syracuse 
Lake Placid Resort 
George Lee, Jr. 
Marx Hotel 
Media Play 
Employees of New Venture Gear 
Anita & Franklin Powell 
Residence Inn 
Sears Hardware - Fairmont 
Skaneateles Suites 
Harry Terry 
Trick Automotive 
Angela Tucciarone 
Frank Tucciarone 
Thomas VanBramer 
Wyndham Syracuse 

Trail Seeker - $50+ 
 

Patrick Billion* 
Bloom & Gravante 
Julie Bourbon 
Dick’s Clothing & Sporting 
Goods 
Dinosaur Bar-B-Q 
Ronald Erickson 
Marion Ervin 
Helen Harney 
JP Mulligan’s 
Johnston’s Propane 
Phoenix Lions Club 
Sandra Riccelli 
Donna Tarbania 
Target 
Deborah Waugh 
John Wingenbach 
 

Camp Fire USA - $25+ 
 

Christine Alencewicz 
Associated Dental Arts of 
Oswego 
Astonishing Styles 
Carol Bean 
Terri Beckwith-VonHoltz 
Robert Berger 
Sandra Browning 
Brenda Cohen 
Michelle Crisafulli 
Edmond Dodge* 
Rick Dodge* 
Esther Dunham 
Nancy Hard* 
Patricia Hartmann 
Cindy Keyes* 
Robert Kotcher 
Christine & Daniel Murray 
Music Go Round 
Marj Olds* 
Sherry Pedder 
Susan Read* 
Rebecca Redmond* 
Sports Complex 
Two Sister Unisex Salon 
 
 

Miscellaneous 
 

Ellie Bellows 
Mary Anne Blaney 
Country Time Café 
Jennifer Eppler 
Debbie Gehan 
Hollywood Video 
Christine Mahoney 
Tim Meyers 
Muriel Michalski 
P & C Foods 
Pizza Hut 
Popes Grove Golf Course 
Rick Rein 
Colleen Smithers 
Vesper Hills Golf Course 

Capital Campaign 
(cont.) 
 
Bianchi Agency Inc. 
C & J Grocery 
Julie Daniels & Kevin King 
Cathy & Richard Lee 
Logo Outfitters 
Run River Enterprises 
Kim Seager 
Janet & Kenneth Greig 
Nancy & Art Hagadorn 
Janet & Joe Kroes 
George Lee, Jr. 
Gaffney’s Lawn Care 
Mary Lou Redmond 
Mary Timmons 
T-NT Bus Service 
Terri Beckwith - VonHoltz 
ACMG Federal Credit Union 
Colleen Coleman 
Shirley Durling 
Walter Farnholtz 
John Galvin 
Geddes Federal 
Julianne & Steve Gorczynski 
Helen Harney 
Julie Kondratowicz 
Kelly Peneston 
Matthew Peneston 
Ann Marie & Charles Russell  
Elaine Russell 
Laura & Daniel Schroth 
Anne & Douglas Selover 
Stewart Smith 
Julia Tucciarone 
Katie Vecchiarelli 
Waste Management 
Joan Weisbrod 
Eileen McCaffrey 
A & P Auto Parts 
Sandra Browning 
Robin Bryant 
John Calvert, Jr. 
Brenda Cohen 
Theresa Kenney 
Carolyn Rossi 
Linda Bartlett 
Charles Beams 
Kathleen Copeletti 
Suzanne Grudzinski 
Infinity Asset  
Management, LLC 
Horace Landry 
Emma Lockett 
Mary Mathews 
Harriette Provost 
Billie Jo Rizzo 
Dene Sarason 
Anne Timmons 
Cora Walker 
Patricia DiFlorio 
Mary Panaghetti 
Angel Ridgeway  
Eileen Antone 
Janet Harder 

* Gifts Given in Memory of :   
Uncle Bob Dodge 

Walter Davis 
Ceil Glenn 
Jean Terry 
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Contributions 7/1/03 - 6/30/04 Capital Campaign Contributions 


